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Dear Mr. President: 


I have not had time to write you since day before yester- 
day. Tuesday night we had another long session with the 
French on Indochina and again last night, both sessions 
lasting until one a.m. I am trying to do the hard thing 
which is actually to persuade them that Diem is the best 
hope and that that hope is a possibility only if we treat 
him as the head of an independent government and not as a 
puppet to whom we can dictate. The French seemed to think 
that all we need to do is to crack the whip. I keep empha- 
sizing that if that is the case, then the situation would 
be hopeless because he could never gain the confidence of 
his own people. I really think I have made progress. Faure 
professes to have been genuinely converted. 



Last night matters came to a head. Faure wanted us to make 
an agreement with the French as to our future policies in- 
cluding efforts to influence Diem. I said we would not 
make any agreement because the subject matter did not lend 
itself to precision and any agreement would almost surely 
lead to charges and countercharges. I said I would draft 
our instructions to our Ambassador following the lines of 
our policy as previously expounded, and that we would show 
our instructions to the French for their information, and 
that I hoped the French would send corresponding instructions 
to Ely which we could see, but that it must be clear that 
we were following what I hoped would be paralleled courses 
because this was in the common interest, but. that neither of 
us had any formal engagements to the other. This, they 
accepted, and the work Is going forward on this basis. 
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MacMillan has been sitting in on some of oqr meetings 
and the information which he has from Malcolm MacDonald 
conforms closely to our own thinking so that the British 
have been helpful. 

Yesterday noon saw the windup of the NATO Council. There 
was a general feeling that it was the best council meeting 
which had yet occurred largely because in restricted ses- 
sion there was a freer than usual exchange of views about 
matters such as the Far East and Middle East, which really 
concern the Western Europeans but about which they do not 
get officially informed, with an opportunity to express 
their own sentiments. 

Yesterday afternoon I called to say good-by to Adenauer. 

He expresses himself pessimistically about the French, say- 
ing that all the best figures are disappearing. For example, 
the French now refuse to have Monnet continue as head of 
the Coal and Steel Community. This makes Adenauer sad as 
does the disappearance from active political life of Rene 
Mayer, Pleven and Robert Schumann. 

The new Western European Union Council got going yesterday 
afternoon, of course did not attend. Important decisions 
were painfully arrived at regarding the Saar commissioner, 
etc . 

This morning I talked to Harold MacMillan about a number of 
miscellaneous matters such as preparation for the big four 
meeting, Korean armistice, etc. My first reactions are that 
he will be satisfactory to deal with. Confidentially, Eden 
strongly shares the view that we should play up the Foreign 
Ministers' role, as Churchill is rather bitter over Eden's 
apparent reversal of his prior position, snd Eden wants to 
play down the reversal by playing up the Foreign Ministers. 
MacMillan's last word on the election prospects was somewhat 
more encouraging from the Conservative standpoint. 

Throughout these days our activity has been punctuated by 
frantic cables and telephone calls from Vienna . The Soviets 
are very sticky and following their usual tactics of holding 
out to the last in hopes of getting some slight dividend. 

I had planned to go to Austria this p.m., but cancelled that 
out in order to preserve the uncertainty as to whether I 
would go in the face of Soviet tactics. Now, the Soviets 
have given in on the article relating to the withdrawal 
of troops so that it is firm and I think that we can work 
out a solution of the economic article 35 employing, if 
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necessary/ the device of s reservatipn which the three 
Western powers would make at the time of signing. This 
would shift to the Soviets the choice of whether or not 
to sign. 

I have invited the three other Ministers, including Molotov, 
to dine with me Saturday night, and they have accepted. 

Everywhere, particularly at NATO, I meet your friends who 
send their greetings to you. 

Faithfully yours, 

Foster 
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